
Grace Quan
Chinese Shrimp Junk
LOCATION: Hyde Street Pier

Look for Grace Quan tied 
up at the pier, or sailing 
on the bay. Traditional 
shrimp junks were built 
locally by 19th century 
Chinese immigrants who 
fished in San Francisco and 
San Pablo Bay. 

DID YOU KNOW?  You can explore 
the site of a Chinese fishing village at 
China Camp State Park in San Rafael 
(a short ride north). Open daily.

The people of the Lee household selected me.

In the last month of summer I arrived in America on ship.

After crossing the ocean, the ship docked and I waited to 

go on shore.

But the recording caused the innocent to be imprisoned in 

a wood building.

Reflecting on the event vexes me now.

I composed a poem to rid myself of sadness and worry.

At present, my application for admission has not yet been 

dismissed.

My existing circumstances justify my anger.

Sitting here, uselessly delayed for long years and months,

I am like a cukoo in a cage.

In Search of
Gold Mountain
LOCATION: Visitor Center 
Voyages exhibit (you are here)

19th century Chinese 
immigrants crossed the 
Pacific in search of the 
mythic “Gold Mountain”. 
Explore these and other 
stories from a variety of 
Asian immigrants.

DID YOU KNOW? You can see Angel 
Island, in the middle of San Francisco 
Bay, where Chinese immigrants from 
the 19th and early  20th century were 
detained. Angel Island State Park access 
is by ferry only. Open daily.

Chinatown
Aboard a Square Rigger!
LOCATION: Ship Balclutha 

Cargo Is King!   
Exhibit Open Daily 

Descend below deck and go 
inside the living quarters of 
the “China gang” (mostly 
Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos 
and Blacks) who sailed on 
Balclutha (renamed Star of 
Alaska) to work in Alaskan 
canneries. 

MAY IS
Asian Pacific American Month 
Special places to visit in the park...
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Source: Angel Island State Park archives

By Arnold Genthe (detail)
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